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FROM THE PREZ…………………JOE HUNT 

Dear fellow Pearl River Woodcarvers,  

 

You non-Rankin Countians may have missed our club’s most recent day in the 

spotlight.  Saturday’s edition of the Rankin Ledger carried a piece about our cane 

carving project and some comments about the upcoming show as their front page 

story.  There were several nice photos of members James Buie, Harry Barkley, 

James Chambers, and Willis Coker as well as our visitor from Alexandria, 

Louisiana, Billy Phillips.  I’m hopeful that the piece will be picked up in the Hinds 

and Madison county versions of the paper also. 

 

I believe we will also have a small spot in the Weekend tabloid of the Clarion Ledger 

coming out in mid-February.  I should also be able to get a little time on the 

Channel Three midday show in the week just before the Show.  We are already on 

the Mississippi Public Broadcasting website as an upcoming event as well as in the 

Mississippi Farm Bulletin.  So all in all, it looks like our event as well as our club in 

general is getting pretty good publicity.  This is all good, but does carry with it an 

obligation.   

 

This is where the old saying about “Walking the walk if you talk the talk” comes 

into focus.  We are making a verbal commitment in these public commentaries that 

we will provide canes to disabled Mississippi veterans.  We are also in the process of 

getting a monetary grant from the Mississippi Arts Council to support us in making 

the canes (specifically 720 canes in the coming year).  So far about 10 members have 

been actively engaged in making the canes.  Some very active.  John Harris and 

Danny Fultz have each made about 10 or more of the canes.  Several other members 

have carved a half dozen or so.  Dale Anderson has turned almost all of the 60 or so 

that we have made with some help from Kenny Long.  We have about 70 total 

members, so that means there are about 60 that haven’t gotten involved as yet.  We 

need your help on this project. Contact me if you would like information on how to 

get started on one (or more!) of the canes. 

It’s a similar commitment regarding the Show.  One danger in promoting an event 

such as our March 1 Show and Competition is in failing to deliver.  In all our 

publicity we encourage people to come and pay their admission and see a flock of 

wonderful  
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